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!_. Each member of the group reads the words on the list out 
loud. After each member has read the list, the entire group 
reads the list together. 

1. document 

2. sign 

3. signature 

4. election 

5. government 

6. household 

7. value 

8. expenses 

9. budget 

10: employment 

11. deadline 

12. completely 

13. crisis 

14. emergency 

15. dose 

16. dosage 

17. amount 

18. cost 
19 explain 

<£The repetition helps the group members become familiar with the words, 



and reading the words as a group promotes working as a team to overcome 
apprehensions when confronting new and perhaps difficult words. Group 
members keep the list to study the words, and to use in assignments and 
activities based on the words on the list. 

2^ The words on the list are used in sentences. Group 

members alternate reading the sentences out loud as a 
reading exercise. 

1 . A will is a legal document . 

2. Read the document before you sign it. 

3. If you sign something, your signature can make it legal. 

4. Before you vote in the election, the judge at the poll will ask for your 
signature. 

5. The election will tell us who will lead the government . 

6. How many people are in your household ? 

7. Look for good value when you shop. 

8. What are the major expenses of your household? 

9. It is a good idea to have a budget . 

1 0. The caseworker told Tom to find employment . 

11. Tom had a deadline for finding a job. 

1 2. Fill out the form completely before you turn it in. 

13. Losing your job can lead to a crisis . 

1 4. If Tom does not get a job, he will have to find emergency housing. 

1 5. A single dose means one at a time. 

1 6. The dosage is the amount taken at one time. 

1 7. Medicine can cost a large amount of money. 

1 8. The cost of getting sick can include missing work. 




19 . 



If you miss work, you must explain why you missed work. 



6As group members read through the sentences, words from the list can 
be explained using synonyms. Each sentence can also serve as a launcher 
for group discussion, with the facilitator asking group members if they 
can relate to the ideas in the sentence, or if group members have had 
experiences similar to those in the sentences; group members often 
exhibit more enthusiasm when they can personally relate to subject 
matter. Creativity and flexibility offer a wide range of options for 
discussion. 

3^ The words on the list are incorporated in a short story, 

with many of the words repeated throughout the story. 

Group members read the story aloud as a reading exercise. 

Your Signature On A Document 

Whenever you have to sign a document, read the document 
over completely and very carefully. Putting your signature on the document means 
you are going along with what is written in the document. Sometimes your signature 
on the document means you are going to buy something over time in a club, buy 
insurance or some other services, or a big household item. Sometimes your signature 
gives other people the right to look over other documents about your life, such as 
medical records, credit records, and other government records. Sometimes your 
signature on a document means you agree to follow certain rules listed in the 
document. 

Your signature can also give another person a release from his or her having 
anything to do with what happens to you after you sign the document. A doctor may 
have you sign a document that says you understand what the doctor is telling you, how 
the doctor may treat you, or do emergency surgery. The document may say that you 
understand the medicine you have to take. Understanding medicine can include the 
side effects of a dosage of medicine, and the dose you should take every day. 

There are many ways you can get into a crisis if you sign your signature without 
reading a document carefully and completely. You may have to spend a large amount 
of money to get out of what your signature means on a document. The expenses of 
legal help can hurt a household budget. You may have to take time off from your place 
of employment to take care of a problem from your signature on a document. 

The cost of a signature can be high. Be careful not to sign a document just to 
beat a deadline if you are not sure of what the document means. Have somebody 
explain the document to you if you are not sure of what the document means. And 
sign the document only after you are sure of what the document will mean to your life. 
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Repeated exposure to the words on the list enhances retention. The 
short story also serves as a life skills lesson about the importance of a 
signature on a document, including documents about medical matters. The 
facilitator should encourage group members to ask for assistance before 
signing something they may have trouble reading. Here again is an 
opportunity for group members to discuss life experiences related to the 
subject matter, or ask questions about particulars they may not be clear 
on. 

4k Group members are assigned homework, which is brought 
back one week later to the next session. 

"Jc 

Read the story “Your Signature On A Document” again. What 
two words from the 1 9 words on the list are NOT in the story? 

Put the words from the list in alphabetical order. 

Think about a story you can tell the class about a document that 
you had to sign. 

^Homework induces group members to read at home. The homework assignment 
is designed in part as a problem solving exercise; goals for group members 
include learning to do step by step problem solving and lessening 
inhibitions to overcome obstacles in learning. Putting words in 
alphabetical order is a practical skill which can be transferred to the 
phone book or dictionary. Sharing experiences in class gives each member 
a chance to participate, creates bonding and support among members, and 
enhances social skills. During the session the homework is returned, the 
assignment is thoroughly reviewed with the entire group participating. 

The facilitator can demonstrate various ways the answers to the 
homework could have be found (i.e. problem solving). 

5. The words from the list are incorporated into a second 
short story. The story is read aloud in class as a reading 
exercise. 
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The Book Club 



The deadline was in one week, and Tom still had not sent back his answer to 
the book club. The first two books will only cost $2.95, and the other ten books will 
cost the regular price. Tom read the book club document completely, and he still did 
not know what amount the regular price of the ten other books was. If the price was 
not much more than the first two books, Tom thought, the books would be a good 
value. 

Tom wanted the books. He put his signature on the book club card, and sent 
the card to the book club. Tom did not think the books would cost too much. Tom 
looked at his expenses, and thought he had money in his budget to pay for the books. 

The first two books came in the mail. The books were about government history. 
Tom was happy and read the books. He had the $2.95 each book cost, and sent in the 
payment on time. The books added fun to the household. 

The third book came in the mail. The book was about the next election for 
president. Tom was happy and read the book. But then the bill came for the third 
book. The third book was the regular price of $24.95! Tom was not happy any more. 
Tom called the book club to stop any more books from being sent. Tom did his best to 
explain he did not know the books regular price was $24.95. The book club told Tom 
that he had put his signature on the book club card, and that he would have to pay for 
all the books. 

Tom has a crisis. The money Tom makes from his employment is not a lot. But 
Tom still has to pay $24.95 each for ten books. The ten books will cost almost 
$250.00. Tom will have to change his budget to pay for the books. Tom is mad at 
himself for making the choice to sign the book club card. Tom is getting a dose of 
reality for not being careful before putting his signature on the book club order card. 

Tom will still read his new books. But Tom will be very careful the next time he 
puts his signature on the order card for something he wants to buy. 

«tln the second short story the words are again repeated throughout the 
story to aid retention. The life skills lesson deals with mail order offers 
and how signatures can lead to serious financial consequences. Group 
members are invited to share any similar experiences and participate in 
group discussion. 

(L Group members are assigned homework, which is brought 

back one week later to the next session. 

*Read the short story “The Book Club”. Circle the words from the list that 
are in the story. 



*What two words from the list are not in the story? 



*Did you ever get something in the mail that was for something like a book 
club? What did you do with the club offer? 

#The homework assignment is designed in part as a problem solving 
exercise and requires group members to re-read the story closely. 

During the session the homework is returned, the assignment is thoroughly 
reviewed with the entire group participating; the facilitator 
can incorporate a discussion about the importance of understanding 
merchandise offerings as well as demonstrate various ways the answers 
to the homework could have been found (i.e. problem solving). 

7. Group members are assigned homework, which is brought 
back one week later to the next session. 

*Match one of the words from the 19 words on your list to the 
sentence below. 

1 . Dial 91 1 if this happens. , .. 

2. The price of something. 

3. Get the most from each dollar you spend. 

4. City, county, state, and federal. 

5. Legal important paper. , 

6. The amount of medicine taken at one time. 

7. Tell someone about something. __ 

8. Do all of the job. 

9. People who live together make up this. 

10. Where you work is a place of this. 

1 1 . Add the money up, and you get the total. 

12. In November, the U.S. has one. 

13. Big trouble that can change the way we live. 

14. Every household has these. 



15 . 



Time limit. 



1 6. Set up this to keep track of money. 

1 7. If you put this on a document, it is legal. 

1 8. The amount taken at one time. 

1 9. Read anything before you do this. 

^Similar to the strategy used in a crossword, this assignment induces 
reading at home; the words from the list are repeated once again for 
retention. 

The facilitator reviews the answers with participation from the group. 

8^ Group members are also given spelling tests on the words 
on the list. 

SL Group members are assigned homework, which is brought 
back one week later to the next session. 

*Choose a word from the word list to complete each sentence 
in the story. 

Mr. Smith was not feeling good. He took a of 

medicine and went back to work. Mr. Smith did not like to miss 

work. The of getting sick and missing work is 

something the family can not afford. 



Mr. Smith still did not feel good after he took his medicine. 

Mr Smith called his boss over to why he 

had to go home. Mr. Smith had a nice boss at his place of 
. The boss told Mr. Smith to 




out and go home. 



Mr. Smith did not want to go home. He will lose money if he is 

not at work. The Smith has many 

But Mr. Smith did go home. He was very sick. 

Mr. Smith called the doctor. He told the doctor: "This is an 

! I am very sick. I had to go home 

from my job". The doctor told Mr. Smith to come in to the office. 

Mr. Smith went to see the doctor. The doctor told Mr. Smith 

he was going to change his of medicine. The 

doctor also told Mr. Smith to get some rest, and to not go to 

work until Mr. Smith was healthy. The 

doctor told Mr. Smith: "If you your health, you 

will not put a on when to get better". 

The doctor put his on a 

that Mr. Smith will give to his boss. This paper will tell the boss 
why Mr. Smith was not at work. 

Mr. Smith did what the doctor said. Mr. Smith got better in 

a few days, and the was over. The short 

of time Mr. Smith did not go to work is 

nothing when his health was at risk. 

*What two words were not used from the list? 

1 . 

2 . 




#The homework uses the same 1 9 words from the list for retention 
purposes. The homework involves problem solving, and also tells a story 
about the cost of leaving a job when getting sick. 
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1 . document 

2. sign 

3. signature 

4. election 

5. government 

6. household 

7. value 

8. expenses 

9. budget 

10. employment 

11. deadline 

12. completely 

13. crisis 

14. emergency 

15. dose 

1 6. dosage 

1 7. amount 

18. cost 
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explain 



Name 



1 . A will is a legal document. 

2. Read the document before you sign it. 

3. If you sign something, your signature can make it legal. 

4. Before you vote in the election , the judge at the poll will ask for 
your signature. 

5. The election will tell us who will lead the government . 

6. How many people are in your household ? 

7. Look for good value when you shop. 

8. What are the major expenses of your household? 

9. It is a good idea to have a budget . 

10. The caseworker told Tom to find employment . 

11. Tom had a deadline for finding a job. 

1 2. Fill out the form completely before you turn it in. 

1 3 . Losing your job can lead to a crisis . 

14. If Tom does not get a job, he will have to find emergency housing. 

15. A single dose means one at a time. 

1 6. The dosaoe is the amount taken at one time. 

1 7. Medicine can cost a large amount of money. 

18. The cost of getting sick can include missing work. 

19. If you miss work, you must explain why you missed work. 



Your Signature On A Document 



Whenever you have to sign a document, read the document 
over completely and very carefully. Putting your signature on the 
document means you are going along with what is written in the document. 
Sometimes your signature on the document means you are going to buy 
something over time in a club, buy insurance or some other services, or a 
big household item. Sometimes your signature gives other people the right 
to look over other documents about your life, such as medical records, 
credit records, and other government records. Sometimes your signature 
on a document means you agree to follow certain rules listed in the 
document. 

Your signature can also give another person a release from his or her 
having anything to do with what happens to you after you sign the 
document. A doctor may have you sign a document that says you 
understand what the doctor is telling you, how the doctor may treat you, 
or do emergency surgery. The document may say that you understand the 
medicine you have to take. Understanding medicine can include the side 
effects of a dosage of medicine, and the dose you should take every day. 
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There are many ways you can get into a crisis if you sign your 
signature without reading a document carefully and completely. You may 
have to spend a large amount of money to get out of what your signature 
means on a document. The expenses of legal help can hurt a household 
budget. You may have to take time off from your place of employment to 
take care of a problem from your signature on a document. 

The cost of a signature can be high. Be careful not to sign a 
document just to beat a deadline if you are not sure of what the document 
means. Have somebody explain the document to you if you are not sure of 
what the document means. And sign the document only after you are sure 
of what the document will mean to your life. 



NAME 



*Read the story “Your Signature On A Document” again. What 
two words from the 1 9 words on the list are NOT in the story? 

*Put the words from the list in alphabetical order. 

*Think about a story you can tell the class about a document that 
you had to sign. 



The Book Club 



The deadline was in one week, and Tom still had not sent back his 
answer to the book club. The first two books will only cost $2.95, and 
the other ten books will cost the regular price. Tom read the book 
club document completely, and he still did not know what amount the 
regular price of the ten other books was. If the price was not much 
more than the first two books, Tom thought, the books would be a 
good value. 

Tom wanted the books. He put his signature on the book club 
card, and sent the card to the book club. Tom did not think the 
books would cost too much. Tom looked at his expenses, and 
thought he had money in his budget to pay for the books. 

The first two books came in the mail. The books were about 
government history. Tom was happy and read the books. He had the 
$2.95 each book cost, and sent in the payment on time. The books 
added fun to the household. 

The third book came in the mail. The book was about the next 
election for president. Tom was happy and read the book. But then 
the bill came for the third book. The third book was the regular price 
of $24.95! Tom was not happy any more. Tom called the book club 
to stop any more books from being sent. Tom did his best to explain 
he did not know the books regular price was $24.95. The book club 
told Tom that he had put his signature on the book club card, and 
that he would have to pay for all the books. 



/ 



Tom has a crisis. The money Tom makes from his employment is 
not a lot. But Tom still has to pay $24.95 each for ten books. The 
ten books will cost almost $250.00. Tom will have to change his 
budget to pay for the books. Tom is mad at himself for making the 
choice to sign the book club card. Tom is getting a dose of reality for 
not being careful before putting his signature on the book club order 
card. 

Tom will still read his new books. But Tom will be very careful the 
next time he puts his signature on the order card for something he 
wants to buy. 
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*Read the short story “The Book Club”. Circle the words from the list 
that are in the story. 



*What two words from the list are not in the story? 



*Did you ever get something in the mail that was for something like a 
book club? What did you do with the club offer? 



J* 



*Match one of the words from the 19 words on your list to the 
sentence below. 

1. Dial 91 1 if this happens. 

2. The price of something. 

3. Get the most from each dollar you spend. 

4. City, county, state,and federal. 

5. Legal important paper. 

6. The amount of medicine taken at one time. 

7. Tell someone about something. 

8. Do all of the job. 

9. People who live together make up this. 

1 0. Where you work is a place of this. 

11. Add the money up, and you get the total. 

1 2. In November, the U.S. has one. 

1 3. Big trouble that can change we the way live. 

14. Every household has these. 

15. Timelimit. 

16. Set up this to keep track of money. 

17. If you put this on a document, it is legal. 

18. The amount taken at one time. 

19. Read anything before you do this. 
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*Choose a word from the word list to complete each 
sentence in the story 

Mr Smith was not feeling good. He took a of 

medicine and went back to work. Mr. Smith did not like to miss work. 

The of getting sick and missing work is something the 

family can not afford. 

Mr. Smith still did not feel good after he took his medicine. Mr. 

Smith called his boss over to why he had to go home. 

Mr. Smith had a nice boss at his place of . The boss 

told Mr. Smith to out and go home. Mr. Smith did not 

want to go home. He will lose money if he is not at work. The Smith 

has many . But Mr. Smith 

did go home. He was very sick. 

Mr. Smith called the doctor. He told the doctor: “This is an 

I I am very sick. I had to go home from my 

job”. The doctor told Mr. Smith to come in to the office. 

Mr. Smith went to see the doctor. The doctor told Mr. Smith he was 

going to change his of medicine. The doctor also 

told Mr. Smith to get some rest, and to not go to work until Mr. Smith was 

healthy. The doctor told Mr. Smith: “If you 

your health, you will not put a 

on when to get better”. The doctor put his on 

a that Mr. Smith will give to his boss. The paper 

Will tel| t;h$ why Mr. wg? r]9t ^ work. 



A 1 ' 

Mr. Smith did what the doctor said. Mr. Smith got better in a few 

days, and the was over. The short 

of time Mr. Smith did not go to work is nothing when his health was at 
risk. 

*What two words were not used from the list? 

1 . 

2 . 
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